
SOCIAL CHANGE & ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
June 15 - 29, 2019 

 
Program Sites: Chennai, Puducherry and Madurai 
  
Schedule and Content 
After leaving the US on or before June 15, the participants would have arrived in 
Chennai by late evening of June 16. The immersion program will begin with a welcome 
reception on the afternoon of Monday, June 17, a short preview of the program by 
Manodharma staff followed by an orientation to Chennai by one of our local hosts. 

  

The schedule over the next 12 days (June 17-28) will include a highly curated and 
interconnected observational program, whereby, the delegates will have an opportunity 
to meet, hear and learn directly from the very best of internationally recognized & 
award-winning socially-driven entrepreneurial organizations devoted to education 
(special education, K-12 and higher education), healthcare (rural, urban, birth defects, 
eyecare, elderly, cancer and others), social services, gerontology, and empowerment 
through life-skills enhancement & entrepreneurship (microfinance).  
 
To add diversity, participants will also visit and observe a few state-of-the-art 
applications of technology in healthcare and education. Some of these organizations 
are long-time partners of Manodharma and others are recent additions. All 
organizations operate outstanding models of service in the areas of their chosen 
specialization and are situated in the three cities of Chennai, Puducherry, and Madurai. 



Chennai – 4 days 
● Starting with one village of Kasuva, near Chennai, Sevalaya over the last 30 

years has emerged to be one of the strongest selfless service organizations in 
Tamil Nadu. Currently, it serves needs in education, elderly rehabilitation and 
rural upliftment in 40 villages around the original village where it started. In this 
process, it has transformed villages with 100% child labor to 100% school 
enrollment, and also achieving the highest levels of “credibility, accountability, 
and transparency” rankings from a major accrediting agency. 

●  Penn Nalam is the remarkable story of a cancer surviving woman who has 
marshalled all her strength and sufficient resources to launch a major initiative to 
educate, care, screen, diagnose, treat and counsel all women and families, 
especially those in lower economic strata, in and around Chennai on issues 
related to cancer and the value of good health. 

 

● Aravind’s long-time dream has materialized into the construction and operation of 
the largest of its eyecare centers in India in 2017. The facility will serve as a 
center of excellence by treating patients, training eye care professionals and 
disseminating the latest and best practices in eye care. Aravind-Chennai handled 
48,496 outpatient visits and performed 4,354 surgeries from April 2017- March 
2018, in its first year of operation. 

●  Our visit to Indian Institute of Technology in Madras will be sponsored by two of 
its pioneering social entrepreneurs who will share their own passions in social 
entrepreneurship and innovation with the delegates, including topics clean tech 

https://sevalaya.org/
https://sevalaya.org/
https://pennalamhospital.org/
https://pennalamhospital.org/
https://www.aravind.org/default/clinicscontent/aehChennai
http://www.civil.iitm.ac.in/ewre


innovation and entrepreneurship and the use of rehabilitation engineering and 
assistive technologies in addressing needs in special education.    

● The delegates will visit the facilities of Voluntary Healthcare Services and be 
exposed to the legacy of its founder Dr. K. S. Sanjivi, a Professor of Medicine 
and a visionary who was way ahead of his time promoting preventive healthcare 
rather than an emphasis on curative care. Time permitting, we will also hear 
about some of their major ongoing efforts. 

  
Puducherry (former Pondicherry) – 4 days 

● On our way to Puducherry (formerly Pondicherry), the delegates will be exposed            
to the leadership team of Pondicherry University, a major top-tiered research           
University in India, which espouses to serve as an enabler of societal            
transformation through state-of-art higher education and research that match         
global benchmarks by providing access, resources and opportunities. 

●  Satya Special School is an 
award-winning pioneer organization that 
is devoted to serving the special needs 
population. It has scaled its services for 
special needs population (from 10 to 
1,000) over the last 15 years. We will 
hear and see many aspects of the 
central findings of Satya, one of which 
is to “enable the mothers of special 
needs population with self-esteem and 
economic independence.” Satya 
Special School and Manodharma have 
one of the longest and continuous 
mutually beneficial collaborations that has been going on since 2006. We 
strongly believe that through such goodwill, Manodharma will be able to assist 
the delegates and their institutions with a myriad of study-abroad opportunities in 
collaboration with Satya Special School. 

●  INTACH stands for Indian National Trust for the preservation of Art, Culture and 
Heritage and the delegates will visit the premises of its Pondicherry branch and 
hear about their various activities in India and Pondicherry. In their premise, the 
delegates will see the raw materials, tools and the artifacts that constituted the 
homes of the Tamils. One of INTACH’s senior architects will escort the delegates 
on a 2-hour guided walking tour of Pondicherry, its French quarters, highlighting 
the history of its landscape, buildings, and architecture. 

https://entrepreneurshipinsidersite.wordpress.com/2016/10/13/riders-of-change/
http://www.civil.iitm.ac.in/ewre
https://entrepreneurshipinsidersite.wordpress.com/2016/10/13/riders-of-change/
https://entrepreneurshipinsidersite.wordpress.com/2016/10/13/riders-of-change/
http://vhschennai.org/
http://vhschennai.org/
http://www.pondiuni.edu.in/
http://www.pondiuni.edu.in/
https://www.satyaspecialschool.org/
https://www.satyaspecialschool.org/
http://www.intach.org/
http://www.intach.org/


● French Institute of Pondicherry is a research institution under the joint 
supervision of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the French National 
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS). It is also part of the Research Unit USR 
3330 “Savoirs et Mondes Indiens” of the CNRS, along with the Centre de 
Sciences Humaines (CSH) in New Delhi. The delegates will have an opportunity 
to visit the institute, meet its director, tour its beautiful premises on the 
beach-front, and engage with professionals in its four areas of specialization: 
Indology, Ecology, Social Sciences, and Geomatics. 

● Time permitting, delegates will also have an opportunity to visit with 1-2 more 
organizations such as Samugam Trust (education provider for an orphanage) 
and Help Age India, a national award-winning organization with the aim to serve 
elder needs in a holistic manner, enabling them to live active, dignified and 
healthier lives. 

  
Madurai – 4 days 

● Meenakshi Mission Hospital & Research center (MMHRC) prides itself at its 
unflinching dedication towards delivering quality health care at an affordable cost 
to all. To achieve this MMHRC has set up exacting benchmarks, whether it is in 
technology, services, infrastructure or in the delivery of services of experienced 
medical fraternity we employ. We have also chosen to integrate hospital and 
clinical care with research and education. MMHRC and 
Manodharma have one of the longest and continuous 
mutually beneficial collaborations that has been going 
on since 2006. We strongly believe that through such 
goodwill, Manodharma will be able to assist the 
delegates and their institutions with a myriad of 
study-abroad opportunities in collaboration with 
MMHRC. 

●  Mahatma Schools – A group of schools founded in the 
year 1983 in Madurai. Mahatma offers a rich experience 
for children by offering world class education which 
inculcates confidence, intellectual curiosity, harmony, 
and creativity to become productive citizens of 
tomorrow. Mahatma and Manodharma have one of the 
longest and continuous mutually beneficial collaborations that has been going on 
since 2006. We strongly believe that through such goodwill, Manodharma will be 
able to assist the delegates and their institutions with a myriad of study-abroad 
opportunities in collaboration with Mahatma. 

https://www.ifpindia.org/
http://samugam.org/
http://samugam.org/
https://www.helpageindia.org/
https://www.helpageindia.org/
http://www.mmhrc.in/
http://www.mahatmaschools.com/
http://www.mahatmaschools.com/


● Mahasemam (a microfinance organization) works toward empowering poor 
women to become self-sufficient by providing Innovative and sustainable 
financial services.Mahasemam and Manodharma have one of the longest and 
continuous mutually beneficial collaborations that has been going on since 2006. 
We strongly believe that through such goodwill, Manodharma will be able to 
assist the delegates and their institutions with a myriad of study-abroad 
opportunities in collaboration with Mahasemam. 

  
In Chennai, the delegates will have an opportunity to see several cultural and historic 
places such as Santhome (St. Thomas Cathedral Basilica) Kapaleeswaran Temple, and 
a visit to one of the largest Banyan Trees in Adyar, Chennai. In Pondicherry, the 
delegates will explore certain culturally important and historically significant places, forts 
and archaeological sites (Auroville, Matri Mandir, world heritage site, Mahabhalipuram,  
Gingee Fort).  In Madurai, the delegates will visit the Meenakshi Temple, Thirumalai 
Nayakkar Palace, and the Gandhi Museum and time permitting go on 1 ½ trip to the 
exquisite mountain resort of Kodaikanal. 
  
The program will end in Madurai by the afternoon of Friday, June 28, 2019, so as to 
enable everybody to catch their return flights to the US by June 29. 
  
Program Directors 
Dr. Michael Dutch is a Professor of Business Management at Guilford College in 
Greensboro, NC. He has 15 years of teaching experience after a successful career in 
Industry. Michael has been to India multiple times (trip number five on the Manodharma 
Immersion Program during July/August 2018) and enjoys the vibrancy and contrasts of 
Indian culture. 
Ranga Padmavijayam is a native of Chennai and has served as a content curator for a 
well-known NGO primarily engaged in providing free education to underprivileged 
children in the outskirts of Chennai. He holds a Master’s degree in Commerce and a 
Diplomas in Information and Systems management and Computer studies. 
Professor Emeritus Raj Rajagopal, University of Iowa & Manodharma, Founder 
Raj, in consultation with Manodharma’s partners in India meticulously plans every 
aspect of the immersion program experience for the delegates. He has done this for the 
last 13 years enabling over 70 faculty and 1,400 students from the US benefit from the 
India immersion experience. He says, he can’t wait to welcome you on-board this year. 
  
 
 
 

http://mahasemam.in/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Thomas_Cathedral_Basilica,_Chennai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Thomas_Cathedral_Basilica,_Chennai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kapaleeshwarar_Temple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kapaleeshwarar_Temple
https://www.auroville.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matrimandir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matrimandir
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/249
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/249
https://www.ancient.eu/Mahabalipuram/
https://www.ancient.eu/Mahabalipuram/
http://www.gingeefort.com/
http://www.gingeefort.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meenakshi_Temple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meenakshi_Temple
http://www.madurai.com/palace.htm
http://www.madurai.com/palace.htm
http://www.madurai.com/palace.htm
http://www.madurai.com/gandhi.htm
http://www.madurai.com/gandhi.htm


Orientation and Literature 
All reading material and video content for the program will be made available to all 
delegates on a shared google drive so that they can prepare to meet each organization. 
Day-to-day activities will be described in detail on the itinerary which will be made 
available by late-April and updated periodically till early June 2019. 
  
Resiliency and Flexibility 
Flexibility in every aspect of life is the key to navigating successfully though India. Local 
circumstances, weather, and traffic jams will rule every day. Overcoming such obstacles 
and ending each day with a smile on our face will be our motto. That’s what we have 
done for over 1,400 people during the last 13 years. Welcome aboard on the Immersion 
program with Manodharma! 
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
 


